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Mexico

(1856-)

A republic in North America, situated between the United States and Central America, bordering on the Caribbean Sea and the
Pacific Ocean. The Mexican Empire of 1822-23 included Central America, but this area soon became independent. During 1861-
67, Mexico was torn by a civil war between the aristocracy, supported by France, and the lower classes, led by Benito Juarez. The
French were finally expelled from Mexico, and Juarez came to power. During most of the period between 1877 and 1911, the
country was ruled by the dictator Porfirio Diaz. Since 1929, Mexico has been ruled by the Institutional Revolutionary Party. In the
1990s, the PRI (Institutional Revolutionary Party), which has controlled the country since 1920, saw gains from hitherto powerless
opposition parties. Nevertheless, the PRI elite continues to maintain a tight hold on political power in Mexico.
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