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United States of America (1847-)

Republic occupying the central portion of North America, along with Alaska, Hawaii and a large number of island possessions in
the Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean. The United States was formed from the union of the 13 British mainland North American
colonies south of Canada in 1783, after an eight-year war against Great Britain, During 1803-53, the United States expanded
rapidly westward, increasing its territory through conquest, purchase and negotiation. Alaska was purchased from Russia in 1867,
and in 1898, Hawaii was annexed, at the request of its inhabitants. In the following year, Puerto Rico, Guam and the Philippines
were acquired from Spain, following the short Spanish-American War.
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